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Before six months had elapsed the dissensions
between the true blues and the Canningites came to a
head. The question of the disfranchisement of the
borough of East Retford was the issue. Huskisson
voted against his colleagues,and tendered his resigna-
tion. Wellington, with an alacrity and finality that
Huskisson thought indecent, accepted it, and declined
to allow him to withdraw it. All the other Canning-
ites followed Huskisson into embittered opposition.
" What's the meaning of a party," the irate soldier ex-
claimed, "if they don't follow their leaders? Damn
'em; let 'em go 1" They went.
The vacation of the office of President of the Board
of Trade by Charles Grant, and the appointment of
Vesey Fitzgerald to succeed him (June, 1828), involved
a by-election in County Clare, Ireland. Daniel
O'Connell, although as a Catholic disqualified to sit
in Parliament, stood against Fitzgerald and was elected
by an overwhelming majority. This election brought
the long-postponed issue of Catholic Emancipation
fairly and squarely before the country. The Irish
Catholics were prepared to support O'Connell by force
of arms. Wellington had to choose between civil war
and concession. Again viewing the political situation
with a military eye, he decided that the ultra-Protestant
position was untenable and that he must evacuate it.
He would yield almost anything, he said, rather than
'have one month of civil war. Peel concurred. Hence
the two of them, to the amazement of the country and
the dismay of their followers, formulated and carried
the Catholic Emancipation Act of 1829-—a measure of
which both of them, as they freely continued to admit,
strongly disapproved.
The emancipation of the Catholics immediately pre-
cipitated the even larger problem of Parliamentary re-
form. The Whigs, led by Grey in the House- of Lords
and by Russell in the House of Commons, began to
bring in comprehensive proposals for the enfranchise-

